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UEMO Statement on Protecting General Practice/Family Medicine,  
Protecting Patients and Protecting Health Budgets 

 

UEMO expresses its extreme concern at recent developments within Europe which threaten 
patient safety and quality of care in General Practice/Family Medicine. The developments 
include  

• The proven threats to paAent safety caused by unregulated and/or undefined role ex-
pansion of Medical Associate Professionals,  

• The training of doctors by apprenAceship and the consequenAal impacts upon the qual-
ity of medical educaAon and training in General PracAce/Family Medicine 

And in connection with these issues UEMO reaffirms and calls upon both governments and 
medical regulators within Europe to publicly commit to   

1. A strict definiAon on the role of Physician Assistant/Physician Associates in General Prac-
Ace/Family Medicine parAcularly with special reference to the iniAal assessment, diag-
nosis, treatment, and discharge of the undifferenAated paAent. 

2. Assure the quality of medical educaAon and training in general pracAce through - A min-
imum 5500-hour university and associated teaching hospital centred undergraduate 
training Ame and environment, prior to specialty training for General PracAce/Family 
Medicine. 

UEMO further calls on Governments and Regulators to recognise and value the quality of care 
provided in General Practice/Family Medicine through  

1. Support for the ethos that holisAc Family Medicine cannot be pracAsed in discrete siloed 
packets of care but requires conAnuity of care from a small number of professionals 

2. RecogniAon that a robust, well resourced, expertly staffed General PracAce/Family Med-
icine system is  

a. the foundaAon of cost-effecAve healthcare systems. 
b. a significant contributor to prevenAng over medicalisaAon and under diagnosis  

3. That the specialty of General PracAce/Family Medicine   
a. be listed on the same medical registers as all other specialAes  
b. have parity of esteem as compared to other specialAes 
c. have the same recogniAon as all other specialAes enjoy. 
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