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UEMO statement on the role of GP’s /Family Physicians in the 
provision of Palliative Care 

UEMO affirms that palliative care is an integral part of General Practice / Family Medicine 

and should be recognized as a core responsibility of family physicians across Europe. Family 

physicians are uniquely positioned to deliver holistic, continuous, and person-centered care 

throughout the trajectory of life-limiting illnesses, including cancer, neurological, cardiac, and 

respiratory conditions. Their accessibility and long-term relationships with patients make them 

essential providers of palliative care in both community and institutional settings. 

Palliative care must be embedded in undergraduate and postgraduate Family Medicine training 

and in continuing professional development, with access to essential medications and 

treatments equivalent to specialist services. Provision of palliative care should remain within 

General Practice / Family Medicine rather than be siloed as a separate specialty, while 

respecting individual physician conscience and allowing appropriate referrals to secondary 

care when necessary. 

As UEMO engages with the UEMS multidisciplinary joint committee on palliative care, it 

advocates for a model of palliative care that reinforces the central role of family physicians, 

supports multidisciplinary collaboration that safeguards patient dignity, addresses caregiver 

fatigue, and ensures equitable access to high-quality palliative care services. UEMO 

acknowledges divergent national approaches to assisted suicide and affirms that discussion of 

assisted suicide should follow a clear agreement on the scope, standards, and capacity of 

palliative care services. 

UEMO stands committed to advancing policies that empower family physicians to accompany 

patients compassionately and competently through their final stages of life. 
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